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Accelerating Social Enterprise 

•	 A new Social Enterprise Action Plan for Wales, 2009 was launched in February 2009 as 
a successor to the Social Enterprise Strategy, 2005. The Action Plan was developed in 
consultation with the Third Sector and includes 20 key actions to develop emerging and 
existing social enterprises in Wales.

•   The Welsh Assembly Government commissioned Sector Projects, Geoeconomics and 
The Research Unit in May 2008 to undertake a mapping and baseline exercise of 
social enterprise activity across Wales. The overall aim of the study was to provide a 
deeper and more detailed understanding of the size, scope, nature, health and role of 
social enterprises in Wales. The results of this study are helping the Welsh Assembly 
Government to decide how it can better target its support for social enterprises. 

•   The Welsh Assembly Government has also worked with key stakeholders to examine 
how a new representative body for social enterprises in Wales can be developed. It is 
anticipated that Welsh SEC (Social Enterprise Coalition) will be in place in early 2010.

•	 The Welsh Assembly Government has also established a new Social Enterprise Ministerial 
Advisory Group. This new group advises on social enterprise issues.

•	 The Deputy Minister for Regeneration spoke at the Social Enterprise Coalition UK’s 
annual VOICE Conference in February 2009 in Birmingham and invited this prestigious 
conference to Wales for 2010. This event was held at the Cardiff International Arena on 

February 1st - 2nd 2010.

•   The Welsh Assembly Government has worked in 
partnership with the Big Lottery Fund to develop 

a new Community Asset Transfer Fund. This 
three year £13 million capital and revenue fund 

opened for applications in October 2009.

•  The Third Sector Unit continues to work 
closely with Value Wales to identify areas of 
opportunity for Third Sector businesses to 
improve their tendering to provide public 
services. Value Wales has developed a new 
Social Care Procurement Route Planner to 
simplify the process for procurers of social 

care. It is unique in the UK. 

•  With the support of £3.6 million match 
funding from the Welsh Assembly Government, 

the Wales Co-operative Centre was successful in its 
bid for Convergence funding to provide social enterprise 

development support over the next five years. This £7.2 
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million project will work across all Convergence areas and has challenging targets to 
provide social enterprise support along two strands. The first strand will raise awareness 
of the contribution social enterprises make to social and economic regeneration and 
the second will provide advice and support for pre-start social enterprises, a mentoring 
service, training (including workshops and master classes) and signposting to other 
support agencies available for ongoing support. 

•	 The Welsh Assembly Government also agreed to provide £1.3 
million funding over three years (2008 - 09 to 2010 - 11) 
to the Development Trust Association Wales, the 
Wales Co-operative Centre, Social Firms Wales and 
the Robert Owen Community Banking Fund 
to provide sector specific support services to 
social enterprises.

•	 The Welsh Assembly Government hosted 
a buyer/supplier event in May 2008 to 
promote greater collaborative working 
between the public and Third Sectors 
through effective procurement. 
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Personalising Public Services

The Welsh Assembly Government’s strategy for citizen-centred services requires partner 
organisations to work together so that boundaries between sectors, organisations or 
professions do not stand in the way of meeting people’s individual needs. 

The Third Sector’s often close relationships with the users of its services can help it 
to promote ‘co-production’ of outcomes, where beneficiaries are equal partners with 
professionals in transforming services to suit their needs. 

By functioning as intermediaries between people and public services, Third Sector 
organisations can often improve the interaction between the two.  This can help drive 
innovation, give people a democratic voice and encourage active citizenship. The Third Sector 
can also promote accountability, by providing a challenge and advocacy role on behalf of 
citizens at the margins of society.

The Welsh Assembly Government contributes to the core funding of Care and Repair Wales 
and its agencies.  £4.5 million was awarded to the organisation in 2008-09.  The service 
is geared to helping older people remain in their own homes for as long as possible by 
helping them to obtain appropriate forms of help, both financial and non-financial (e.g. by 
accessing repairs, renovation and adaptations) that they may need.  The organisation also 
received £2.1 million in 2008-09 in respect of the Rapid Response Adaptations Programme.  
This is preventative in its nature and is designed to provide a programme of small-scale 
repairs which allow older people or vulnerable adults to remain in their own homes to avoid 

hospitalisation or residential care.  It can also facilitate quicker hospital 
discharge.  Both Care and Repair Cymru and individual agencies 

work very closely with partner organisations in the statutory and 
the Third Sectors in order to take forward national housing, 

health & well-being and social care policies.  

The Welsh Assembly Government’s Local Mental Health 
Grant Scheme provided approximately £2.2 million 
funding last year to support and enhance the Third 
Sector contribution to the care of people experiencing 
mental health problems, their families and carers.  This 
grant also funds the Mental Health Local Development 
Service which helps to advise, guide and inform the 
development & sustainability of local mental health 

Third Sector organisations.  Activities supported include 
drop-in centres, supported accommodation, activity 

programmes and information and support services.  
Through these grants it is hoped to decrease the pressure on 

social services and increase peoples’ feelings of acceptance and 
understanding within the community.
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The Welsh Assembly Government provided an extra £3 million to ensure that people get 
the benefits they are entitled to, and worked towards increasing the take-up of Council Tax 
Benefit and Housing Benefit.  It is hoped that this money will remove barriers to benefits 
take-up and help people get the benefits they are entitled to.  Research was 
commissioned and a report was published that makes a number of 
recommendations to local authorities, including the need to 
ensure that their claim forms and guidance, are as clear and 
straightforward as they can be, and that staff are trained to 
help claimants through the process.  

Other barriers included a lack of information about 
benefits, a fear that claimants may lose other benefits 
or that they would be taken into care.

Making sure that families claim the benefits they 
are entitled to is an important strand in the Welsh 
Assembly Government’s efforts to meet its’ One 
Wales commitment to tackling pensioner and child 
poverty.

A further £4 million was announced to encourage 
black and minority ethnic members of the community 
back into work.  The fund (being led by the All Wales Ethnic 
Minority Association) is provided to help people furthest from 
the labour market, particularly women in BME communities, to gain 
new qualifications and enter further education. Tailored to the needs of each individual, it 
is intended to tackle the specific barriers that prevent people from these communities from 
progressing in their careers.  
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Funding for the Third Sector

The Guide to Welsh Assembly Government Third Sector Grants continues to be updated on a 
regular basis and is available on the Welsh Assembly Government website accessible at:
http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/housingandcommunity/grants/voluntary/?lang=en

The Welsh Assembly Government’s “Code of Practice for Funding the Third Sector”  
(the Code) governs how the Welsh Assembly Government and its agents should approach 
funding of the Sector. 

The Code sets out the types of funding that the Welsh Assembly Government provides, the 
principles upon which funding decisions should be based, and the terms and arrangements 
under which funding should be offered.  

Welsh Assembly Government Sponsored Bodies and local authorities are encouraged to 
develop their own codes of practice on funding the Sector.   

How much did the Welsh Assembly Government spend on 
the Third Sector in 2008-09?

In 2008-09 the Welsh Assembly Government spent nearly £493 million on direct funding of 
the Third Sector.  The Welsh Assembly Government has agreed to supply a breakdown of its 
payments to the Third Sector each year. 

The Welsh Assembly Government has worked with the Wales Council for Voluntary Action’s 
Research Unit to identify Third Sector organisations which have received direct payments 
from the Welsh Assembly Government. This has led to the provision of more accurate data 
than has been available previously.  

The chart opposite does not include indirect payments made to Third Sector organisations 
where the Welsh Assembly Government has provided funding to another organisation, for 
example a local authority, which may have subsequently funded Third Sector organisations. 

Children Education and 
Lifelong Learning

Economy and Transport

Environment Sustainability  
and Housing

Health and Social Services

Heritage

Rural Affairs

Social Justice and  
Local Government

£45,010,392

£231,692,483

£45,031,369

£2,672,347

£93,813,842

£26,658,723

£48,066,823

Welsh Assembly Government Direct Third Sector Spend 2008-09
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The breakdown for 2008-09 can be seen below

Welsh Assembly Government Direct Third Sector Spend 2008-09

Children Education and Lifelong Learning	

Additional Needs and Learning	 £59,170.46

Additional Learning	 £68,415.28

Assessment	 £192,843.00

Basic Skills Policy	 £15,000.00

Basic Skills 	 £3,148,255.07

Business Development	 £235,769.31

Business and Skills 	 £842,827.11

Capital Funding and Schools	 £3,113,813.97

Capital Funding	 £3,721,040.74

Children and Family Programme	 £270,634.00

Children and Families	 £243,048.66

Children’s Strategy	 £175,000.00

Children and Young People	 £5,154,325.91

Curriculum and Assessment	 £3,217,852.17

Early Years Education	 £17,500.00

Estyn	 £101,807.81

Ethnic Minority/Children	 £2,042.16

Foundation Phase B	 £17,500.00

Funding and Student Finance	 £3,899,110.32

Knowledge Management	 £259,630.00

Lifelong Learning	 £4,698,866.69

Lifelong Learning Policy	 £14,525,558.84
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Lifelong Learning and Skills Programme Funding	 £368,629.19

Marketing	 £139,864.02

Measuring Performance	 £44,341.65

Planning and funding	 £2,440,051.77

Publications	 £37,564.45

Pupil Engagement	 £29,300.00

Schools Management	 £44,422.30

Skills Business and Employment	 £43,768.50

Skills Development	 £5,193.50

Support for Learners	 £69,096.52

Research and Evaluation	 £47,575.00

Rights and Entitlements	 £431,292.50

Vocational Qualifications and Lifelong Learning	 £24,118.14

Welsh Language Development	 £63,818.50

Youth /Adult Learning	 £249,619.00

Youth Work Strategy	 £48,156.50

Economy and Transport	

DE&T Marketing	 £14,500.00

Economic Financial Transaction	 £9,675.00

Enterprise	 £1,328,870.45

European and External Affairs	 £344,280.83

International Sustainable Development	 £466,351.93

International Business 	 £201,540.22

International Relations	 £89,868.31

Invest Wales	 £919,055.00
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Knowledge Bank	 £18,532.76

Mid Wales Regional Development	 £649,734.19

Mid Wales Regional Infrastructure	 £22,706.00

North Wales Regional Customer	 £4,043.18

North Wales Regional Development	 £1,705,751.48

Section Grants	 £719,264.00

South East Wales Regional Development	 £1,542,407.53

South East Wales Regional Infrastructure	 £27,734.43

South West Wales Regional Development	 £1,819,653.89

South West Wales Regional Infrastructure	 £190,000.00

Strategic Regeneration and Heads of Valleys Programme	 £3,867,586.59

Technology and Innovation	 £119,262.08

Transport Planning 	 £1,215,863.00

WEFO	 £29,733,711.54

Environment Sustainability and Housing	

Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund	 £852,864.28

Anti-Scalding and Carbon Monoxide Awareness	 £13,059.99

Black and Minority Ethnic Housing	 £296,278.85

Climate Change 	 £112,752.00

Community Mutual Support	 £86,299.09

Environment Wales	 £1,050,000.00

Grants for Homelessness and Rooflessness	 £5,847,424.20

Home Improvement Agencies	 18,088,009.20

Keep Wales Tidy	 £1,364,873.00

Local Environmental Quality	 £558,104.55
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Planning Aid Wales	 £100,000.00

Rapid Response Adaptation	 £2,460,088.75

Social Housing Grant - Wanless	 £26,965,712.00

Social Housing Grant	 £93,110,036.00

Social Housing Management	 £1,046,586.64

Social Housing Regional Inspection	 £22,968.64

Supporting People Revenue Grant-Cap Sub Misuse	 £2,776,571.00

Strategic Capital Investment Fund	 £14,989,763.00

Supporting People Revenue Grant	 £42,003,391.15

Sustainable Development Fund	 £367,728.08

Sustrans	 £210,000.00

Wales Environment Link	 £21,000.00

Waste Management and Recycling	 £2,253,690.83

Water Access Splash	 £15,000.00

Welsh Housing Quality Standards Support	 £17,080,282.00

Health and Social Services	

CAFCASS Cymru	 £179,845.26

Health Commission Wales	 £76,640.99

Children First	 £54,358.36

Children’s Health and Social Services	 £4,127,384.20

Community Primary Healthcare	 £5,748,439.77

Health Strategy	 £138,574.10

Health Policy and Development	 £75,982.75

Older People and Long Term Care	 £4,254,615.04

Public Health and Healthcare Professions	 £1,686,576.12
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Quality Standards and Safety Improvement 	 £21,728.59

Resources Directorate	 £159,508.46

Workforce and Organisational Development	 £10,134,620.00

Heritage	

Ancient Monuments	 75,990.73

Historic Buildings	 55,080.46

Grants for Churches 	 888,778.00

Grants to Non Profit Making Organisations and Amenity Societies	 454,266.00

Trade and Event Support	 840,986.53

Archaeological Trusts and Societies	 1,411,285.89

Arts Council for Wales	 30,957,071.77

Civic Trust for Wales	 114,724.76

Museums, Archives and Libraries	 283,171.22

Marketing 	 129,135.25

National Botanical Garden of Wales	 550,000.00

National Museum of Wales	 25,124,809.90

National Trust Wales	 293,870.33

Royal Welsh Fusiliers’ Museum 	 98,595.15

Sports Council for Wales	 24,061,000.00

South West Wales Tourism Partnership	 763,354.34

Tourism Partnership North Wales	 988,000.00

Wales Millennium Centre	 2,916,777.21

Welsh Books Council	 3,736,764.89

Welsh Religious Buildings Trust	 70,180.00
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Rural Affairs	

Countryside Policy	 1,709,840.34

Fisheries	 £80,198.00

Food, Fish and Marketing	 £104,349.68

Food Policy and Strategy	 £5,246.42

Marketing Development Unit 	 £533,881.70

North Regional Development	 £32,827.22

South East Regional Development	 £2,044.21

Rural Policy	 £17,099.00

Scheme Management	 £44,263.04

Sustainable Land Management	 £105,659.45

Technical Services	 £25,000.00

Tir Gofal	 £11,938.00

Social Justice and Local Government	

Asylum Seekers and Refugees	 625,846.00

Child Poverty	 49,381.15

Community Facilities and Activities Programme	 8,909,023.67

Communities First	 13,865,193.66

Communities@One	 4,140,066.69

Community Safety - Fire	 467,245.26

Community Safety - Substance Misuse	 243,778.72

Community Safety - Domestic Abuse	 3,030,693.29

Corporate Challenge	 94,227.10

Financial Inclusion	 414,736.48

GwirVol	 962,302.89
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Gypsy and Travellers	 17,858.82

Housing Research	 75,524.00

Local Government Research	 8,875.00

Educational Research	 33,000.00

Millennium Volunteers	 332,561.00

Social Enterprise	 448,531.27

Third Dimension - Strategic Action Plan for Voluntary Sector Scheme	 107,889.47

Third Sector Infrastructure	 5,428,330.25

Volunteering in Wales Fund	 627,801.00

Wales - The Active Community	 1,064,317.00

All Wales Ethnic Minority Association	 102,500.00

Coalfields Regeneration Trust	 1,420,000.00

Wales Council for Voluntary Action Criminal Records Unit	 453,000.00

Council for Ethnic Minority Voluntary Organisations Wales 	 16,666.00

Development Trust Association Wales	 183,700.00

Groundwork Wales	 1,013,350.00

Local Government Boundary Commission	 468,628.25

Minority Ethnic Women’s Network Cymru	 57,500.00

Somali Integration Society	 20,000.00

Victim Support Wales	 68,150.00

Wales Cooperative Centre	 171,027.80

Wales Women’s National Coalition	 78,797.00

Women’s Workshop Cardiff Training CE	 30,868.00

		 	
	 £492,945,531.60
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Comparative Funding Figures

The restructuring of Welsh Assembly Government Departments means that the  
2008-09 figures cannot readily be tabulated alongside those for the previous year. 

More Information

For information on Welsh Assembly Government support for the Third Sector, visit:  
www.wales.gov.uk/themesvoluntarysector/index.htm.  

You can find copies of Third Sector Partnership Council papers, previous Annual Reports, 
the Third Dimension – A Strategic Action Plan on the Voluntary Sector Scheme, the Code of 
Practice for Funding the Third Sector and the Guide to Welsh Assembly Government Third 
Sector Grants etc there. 

Alternatively contact the Third Sector Unit at thirdsectorqueries@wales.gsi.gov.uk,  
or telephone number (01685) 729271.   

For information about volunteering, please go to www.volunteering-wales.net  or visit your 
local County Voluntary Council or Volunteer Centre.  
http://www.wcva-ids.org.uk/.  

For information about other grant programmes, please contact Wales Council for Voluntary 
Action (WCVA) on (029) 20431700. Their website is www.wcva.org.uk. Or alternatively visit 
www.sustainablefundingcymru.org.uk/.

The Big Lottery Fund www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/, telephone: (029) 2067 8200, Email: 
enquiries.wales@biglotteryfund.org.uk 

The Prince’s Trust www.princes-trust.org.uk, telephone (029) 2043 7000, email webinfowa@
princes-trust.org.uk may also be able to help.    


