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GAVO Monmouthshire 
Holly House 

Llancayo Court 
Llancayo 

Usk, NP15 1HY 
Tel/Fax:  01291 672352 

E-mail:  glenda.genner@gavowales.org.uk 
 
 
18th March 2010 
 

 
 
Dear Villagers 
 
I would like to invite you to participate in this year’s Gwent Best Kept Village Competition. 
 
For more than 30 years, the competition has attracted much enthusiasm and interest and is 
an opportunity for each community to encourage its residents to improve the visual aspects of 
the village and to instil a sense of civic pride. 
 
Once again, we are very fortunate to have attracted sponsorship from Chepstow Garden 
Centre and I would like to thank the owner, James Boyle, for his continuing support and 
commitment to the competition. 
 
The competition is open to villages with populations of up to 5000, the categories being up to 
50, 51 - 350, 351 - 1000, 1001 - 4999.  There are prizes for best village, highly commended 
village, best churchyard, best village/community hall, best war memorial (where applicable) 
and best public house (from the outside!). 
 
The competition always shows the result of many hours of hard work carried out by dedicated 
volunteers to improve their areas through litter picking, mowing verges, caring for flower beds 
and hanging baskets etc and generally encouraging neighbours. 
 
A sense of civic pride is the main incentive for the competition, with the benefits on show for 
the community, visitors and tourism in general. 
 
Please find enclosed information on the competition for your use. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

Glenda 
 
Glenda Genner 
Assistant Director 
Monmouthshire 
 
Encs 

GWENT BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2011 
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GWENT BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2011 
              
       ENTRY FORM 
 

 
 
NAME OF VILLAGE   ______________________________________________________ 

 

TOTAL POPULATION 
(including children) of the area to be judged ‐ must be under 5000      _____________ 

 
(PLEASE CIRCLE BELOW AS APPROPRIATE) 
 

HAVE YOU ENTERED IN THE PAST 5 YEARS?      YES  NO 

WHICH CLASS DO YOU FALL UNDER?            Population – Hamlet (up to 50) 

    Population ‐ 51 – 351 

    Population ‐ 351 ‐ 1000 

    Population ‐ 1001 ‐ 4999 

DOES YOUR VILLAGE HAVE CHURCH/CHURCHYARD?    YES  NO 

DOES YOUR VILLAGE HAVE PUBLIC HOUSE(S)?    YES  NO 

DOES YOUR VILLAGE HAVE A VILLAGE HALL?    YES    NO 

DOES YOUR VILLAGE INCLUDE CONSERVATION AREAS?    YES  NO   

DOES YOUR VILLAGE HAVE A PRIMARY SCHOOL?    YES  NO 

DOES YOUR VILLAGE HAVE A WAR MEMORIAL?     YES  NO 

(It would be helpful to mark/sign these areas on a map for purpose of competition) 
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Please tell us of any problems beyond your control which our judges should take into 
account.    (The judges will note such comments recorded in this section and make 
allowances accordingly). 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
In the event of the village winning a prize, who should be the recipient? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name/address of person to whom all correspondence will be sent:‐ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________                ______________________________ 
    

Signed  ____________________________   Date    _________________________ 2011 
 
On behalf of  ____________________________________________ HAMLET/VILLAGE  
 
 
 

This form must be returned by Monday, 16th May 2011 to:‐ 
 

Glenda Genner, Assistant Director, GAVO, Holly House, Llancayo Court, 
Usk, NP15 1HY ‐ Tel:  01291 672352 

E‐mail:  glenda.genner@gavowales.org.uk 
 
 

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED TO INCLUDE A MAP OF 
YOUR VILLAGE CLEARLY MARKING THE 

BOUNDARIES OF THE VILLAGE? 
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GAVO Monmouthshire 
Holly House 

Llancayo Court 
Llancayo 

Usk, NP15 1HY 
Tel/Fax:  01291 672352 

E-mail:  glenda.genner@gavowales.org.uk 
 
 
18th March 2011 
 

 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
  

The Headteacher of all Primary Schools within Rural areas 
  
I would like to invite you to participate in this year’s Gwent Best Kept Village 
Competition. 
  
For more than 30 years, the competition has attracted much enthusiasm and 
interest and is an opportunity for each community to encourage its residents to 
improve the visual aspects of the village and to instil a sense of civic pride. 
  
Once again, we are very fortunate to have attracted sponsorship from Chepstow 
Garden Centre and I would like to thank the owner, James Boyle, for his 
continuing support and commitment to the competition. 
  
The main competition is open to villages with populations of up to 5000 
population and there are 4 categories depending on population size.  The 
categories being up to 50, 51 - 350, 351 – 1000 and 1001 - 4999.  There are 
prizes for best village, highly commended village, best churchyard, best 
village/community hall, best war memorial (where applicable) and best public 
house (from the outside!). 
  
The competition always shows the result of many hours of hard work carried out 
by dedicated volunteers to improve their areas through litter picking, mowing 
verges, caring for flower beds and hanging baskets etc and generally 
encouraging neighbours. 
  
A sense of civic pride is the main incentive for the competition, with the benefits 
on show for the community, visitors and tourism in general. 

GWENT BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2011 
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Primary schools in rural villages can also enter in their own right and are judged 
separately by a team of judges experienced in education.  The village where 
they are situated does not need to be entering the competition this year. 
  
I enclose an application form for you to complete and return to me by Monday, 
16th May 2011.  No entries will be accepted after that date.  Judging will take 
place during the period 6th June 2011 and 30th June 2011. 
  
The Award Presentation evening will be held at Chepstow Garden Centre in 
September and you may nominate 6 representatives per school (children and 
adults) to attend. 
  
The event commences at 6.30 p.m. with a buffet supper. 
  
I enclose an application form and rules for the competition.  There is no 
entrance fee to the competition so I encourage you to enter now and start 
working to improve your school or achieve recognition for the work already 
undertaken by staff and pupils within the National Curriculum. 
  
Please contact me if you need further information. 
  
Looking forward to receiving your entry. 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
Glenda 
  
Glenda Genner 
Assistant Director 
  

Encs 
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GWENT BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2011 
GWENT BEST KEPT JUNIOR AND PRIMARY SCHOOLS  

              
                 ENTRY FORM 
     
 
Name of School    ________________________________________________ 
 
Address      ________________________________________________ 
 
        ________________________________________________ 
                 

      ______________________________________________ 
 
Number of Pupils  _____________________ 
 
Named member of staff to contact   ______________________________ 
 
The aim of this competition  is to encourage the efforts and pride taken by 
pupils  and  staff  in  their  schools  grounds,  gardens,  nature  areas  and 
environmental projects.   The  judges will be  looking  for evidence of pupils’ 
enjoyment, understanding of and participation  in  their environment whilst 
linking to the national curriculum.   
 
Please note that schools may enter independently from the village in which 

they are situated. 
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Please describe below any special areas of your school or initiatives taken to 
involve pupils which would help judges in their task. 
 
 

 
 

 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

DECLARATION 
 

Our school wishes to enter the Gwent Best Kept Junior and Primary Schools 
Competition 2011 
 
Signed   ________________________              Date  ________________ 2011 
 
On Behalf of School  ____________________________________________ 

 
 

This form must be returned by Monday, 16th May 2011 to: 
 

Glenda Genner, Assistant Director, GAVO, Holly House, Llancayo Court, 
Usk, NP15 1HY ‐ Tel:  01291 672352 

E‐mail:  glenda.genner@gavowales.org.uk 
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will be arranged by the Committee and held in the Chepstow Garden Centre on 
Friday  9th  September  2011.    Representatives  of  all  competing  villages  and 
schools  will  be  invited  to  attend.  Representation  limited  to  2  from  each 
organisation,  schools  6  staff/pupils.    Prize‐winners will be  informed  that  they 
have won a prize only on the night.   

 
6.  HOW TO ENTER 
 
  Entry  forms may be obtained  from GAVO Usk  (phone 01291 672352) or on  its 

website  (www.gavowales.org) or collected  from  the Chepstow Garden Centre.  
Entries may be submitted by a representative of the village or any organisation 
on behalf of the village on the appropriate Entry Form. 

 
  The closing date for entries will be Monday 16th May 2011. 
 
7.  BOUNDARY OF VILLAGE 
 
  Each entrant will be requested to mark the road boundary of the village on a 

map  provided  by  the  entrant.    This  map  must  then  be  returned  to  the 
Secretary for use by the judges. 

 

8.    JUDGING AND MARKING 
 

1.  A  panel  of  judges will  inspect  the  villages  during  the  period  6th  June 
2011 and 30th June 2011. 

 

  2.  The decision of the judges is final. 
 

3.  The  judges will be asked to submit to the Committee a report on their 
work, and photographs. 

 

4.  The judges will take into consideration the extent to which the entry has 
been  effectively  supported  by  the  community.    Posters  encouraging 
villages to enter will be available. 

 

5.  The judges will be asked to inspect the following:‐ 
 

 a.  Condition of churchyards and/or cemeteries (not interior of  
   churches). 
 

 b.  Condition and surround of halls, schools and War Memorials 
   (where applicable). 
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 c.  Condition of bus stops/shelters and telephone kiosks. 
 

 d.  Condition of village greens, playing fields and open spaces. 
 

 e.  Condition of hedges, fences and walls. 
 

 f.  External appearance of  Inns, Shops, Garages/Petrol Stations and 
   Public Houses. 
 

 g.  External appearance of out‐houses, sheds and garages. 
 

h.  Cleanliness  of  verges,  ponds  and  streams  and  any  conservation 
   areas. 
 

i.  Tidiness of flower and vegetable gardens and allotments as seen 
   from the highway. 
 

j.  Absence of litter and unsightly refuse dumps. 
 

k.  Orderliness of any advertisements and notice boards. 
 

l.  The general appearance of the Village. 
 

m.  The overall community effort. 
 

The  lack of  any of  the  features  listed will not penalise a  village but  any  such 
features in an ill‐kept condition will cause loss of marks.   
 
Allowance will be made for condemned or uninhabited properties and for other 
factors which are technically beyond the control of villagers themselves.   Bonus 
marks  will  be  gained  by  villagers  that  have  endeavoured  to  get  those 
responsible for such eyesores to take remedial action, or failing this have done 
what is possible to improve or screen such eyesores.  The architectural merit of 
buildings, old and new will not count for marks. 
 
Any  recognised  conservation  areas  in  your  village  will  be  taken  into 
consideration  and  are  likely  to  gain marks  for  environmental  awareness  and 
should be marked onto the map. 
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